Introduction
An ill-conceived attempt at biological control of the African land snail Achatina fulica (using the snail predator Euglandina rosea and the New Guinea flatworm Platydemus manokwari) has resulted in large numbers of endemic mollusc species becoming extinct, or facing the threat of extinction, throughout the Pacific region. Without the establishment of ex situ breeding programmes many of these endemic species will face extinction.
The 1 1 7 species of Polynesian tree snails of the family Partulidae once spread over a wide group of volcanic islands of the west, central and south Pacific. Each island had its own endemic species, which were often further restricted to individual valleys. The product of extraordinary selective pressures, Partula (the largest and most studied genus of the Partulidae) has provided researchers with an invaluable insight to the mechanisms behind speciation (Johnson et al., 1995 (Murray and Clarke, 1984; Pearce-Kelly et al., 1994 A workshop in 1994 used the Conservation Action Management Plan (CAMP) process (Seal et al., 1994) (Murray, 1995 (Murray, 1995 
